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LISITEN ASSOCIATES, closes acquisition deal between Agora Capital LLC and Antique & Vintage Woods of America (“AVW”)
(For Immediate Release, New York, NY – Wednesday, September 8, 2010, contact Renee Towell, RT Public Relations 201-606-1693): Agora Capital LLC (“Agora”) is pleased to announce the acquisition of Antique & Vintage Woods of America (”AVW”).  Located in New York’s historic Hudson Valley, Antique & Vintage Woods of America is the Northeast’s leading supplier of antique and vintage reclaimed wood for custom wide plank flooring, paneling, and beams. “The bulk of their business is in wide plank flooring and hand hewn beams. This industry is exploding and AVW under the direction of Agora Capital’s managing partner, Jamie Hammel, will grow this company astronomically,” says Mel Lisiten, of LISITEN ASSOCIATES. 

Dedicated to sustainable building materials, AVW salvages and reclaims historic wood and brick from century old barns, houses, gristmills, factories, and mushroom facilities and incorporates the materials into new and restorative construction projects.   With over 2 million board feet of inventory, AVW can supply residential and commercial projects of any size.  Hammel commented, "I am excited to continue AVW’s tradition of providing high quality reclaimed building products to current and new customers across the Country.  My partners and I plan to bring new energy to AVW to capitalize on its excellent reputation, superior product line, and existing relationships.  Every product is unique and some of the wood is 200-500 years old.  There is a lot of history here that we will build on.” AVW offers a wide collection of historic, reclaimed building materials including material salvaged from the 500 year old Chinese Jishu Temple.  The entire village in China was flooded for an electric development project.  The Temple was dismantled and made available to AVW. They also have antique marble slabs which originated from a 1930 WPA project near Independence Square in Philadelphia. 

Agora will focus on expanding product offerings and opening new locations across the United States, through wholesale distribution, retail centers, and strategically located product show rooms to best serve designers, architects and contractors in both residential and commercial markets which is a business model LISITEN helped to create along with Hammel.  Hammel is pleased that the staff of AVW will be staying on.  “We will have the benefit of the expertise of AVW’s owners, Dale Mitchell & Marilyn Miklau, as active consultants.  We also intend for AVW to be a platform to acquire other related businesses."

Dale Mitchell, President of AVW added, “Agora’s plan to expand the AVW footprint through new showrooms and distribution partners is consistent with my vision of the company’s future.  I am pleased to be working with Jamie Hammel and Agora Capital in the growth of Antique & Vintage Woods of America.”

About LISITEN ASSOCIATES

LISITEN ASSOCIATES BUSINESS BROKERS is owned by Mel Lisiten .  They have been in business since 1982.  They are the leading business brokerage organization in the tri-state area of New York, New Jersey and Connecticut.  LISITEN ASSOCIATES has won every award for business brokerage for the last three years. LISITEN ASSOCIATES specializes in confidentially representing family or privately owned businesses and corporations to buyers from all over the world.  The corporate division represents sellers of medium sized business and corporations from all over the world.  LISITEN ASSOCIATES currently represents over 50 companies including business corporations, hotels and franchises for sale.  www.lisitenassociates.com
About Agora Capital

Agora Capital LLC is a private equity firm specializing in and operating middle-market companies.  Agora invests in companies generating $2 million to $15 million in revenues and has EBITDA margins of 15% or greater.  Agora Capital LLC was founded in July 2009 and is based in New York, New York.  www.agoracap.com
About Antique & Vintage Woods of America

Founded in 1997, Antique & Vintage Woods of America is the Northeast’s leading supplier of antique and vintage reclaimed brick and wood materials for custom wide plank flooring and beams.  The Company’s primary goal is to salvage historic building materials from old structures and to incorporate them into new and restorative construction projects.  Since inception, AVW has been managed by its owners Dale Mitchell and Marilyn Miklau.  www.antiqueandvintagewoods.com

